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The meeting was called to order at 7:30  

 

Board Members present: Chair Laura Graham, Bill Eichenberg, Linda 

Hummel, Jennifer Jansen, Jill Lukes, Donna McCaffrey, Scott McDonald, 

Council Liaison Terry Duncan, and Paula Accordino, Economic Development 

Director.  Cindie Green and Deb Vandrasik were excused. 

 

Approval of Minutes – February.  The minutes were approved with corrections. 

 

Memorial Day Parade, Monday May 28th – Jill Lukes chair, lineup at 9 am, step 

off at 9:30.  Memorial Day Ceremony, following parade, Monday May 28th – 

Scott McDonald chair.   Ms. Graham asked the chairs where we are at for Memorial  

Day. Ms. Lukes stated that she is depending on Ms. Green to advise her on the parade 

line-up.   She also stated she will reach out to the band director for Memorial Day as 

well. She stated she hopes we still have all of the same groups.  Ms. Accordino stated 

the City was approached by a resident who recommended Rick Adler as the speaker.  

Mr. Adler is a Silver Star recipient for bravery in the Vietnam War.   Ms. Accordino 

spoke with Mr. Adler and tentatively set this up.  Ms. Lukes stated it seemed there was 

a problem with the PA system last year and wondered if there was another system or 

if it could be tested prior to the event. Mr. McDonald will reach out to Olmsted 

Community Church pastor and Olmsted Baptist Church for the benediction.  

Discussion ensued regarding the criteria for the veteran’s names that are read.  Ms. 

Duncan stated the criteria is that the veterans were all residents of the City of Olmsted 

Falls at the time they died while in service.  These names are all listed on the marker 

at the Village Green. These are the only names read and a flag is placed for each fallen 

serviceman.   Discussion ensued regarding adding silk flowers along the gazebo for 

these soldiers as well.   Ms. Graham stated this was a good idea.   Ms. Duncan stated 

we need to set the criteria for something like this.  She stated that to the best of her 

knowledge there was no one beyond WW II that was killed in action from the City of 

Olmsted Falls.  So do we want to set a second list of veterans who have passed on and 

lived in our city but did not die in action?  This is something that needs further 

discussion.   Mr. Eichenberg stated he had discovered through the Historical Society 

that after the Civil War they would throw a flower into the river from Old Chestnut 

Grove Cemetery for the soldiers.  Mr. Eichenberg stated that after the ceremony at the 

Village Green we can walk over to the Harding Memorial Bridge and drop a flower in 
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Plum Creek for each branch of the Military.  There will be extra flowers if someone 

wants to drop a flower in remembrance for someone.   Mr. Eichenberg will get the 

flowers and take charge of this portion of the event.  

 

Ms. Graham asked Ms. Accordino if she could assist the board with getting the 

information out through any avenues she may have available to her.  Ms. Accordino 

stated she would be happy to assist.   Discussion ensued regarding various outlets to 

promote the P/R events and to enlist more parade participants.  

 

 

Music at E. River, last Sunday of the month - Cindie Green & Linda Hummel co-

chairs 

o Sunday, June 24th,6:00-8:00 pm,  Paradise Sunset Band 

o Sunday, July 29th, 6:00 to 8:00 pm,  Swing City 

o Sunday, August 26th, 6:00 to 8:00  pm,  Canyon Wind 

 

Ms. Hummel stated she has reached out to Keith Parker who is a local and has two 

bands. Canyon Wind sounded like a good fit for the August concert.   Ms. Accordino 

stated the City will also be doing First Fridays in the months of May, June, July and 

September.  No August due to Heritage Days.  These events will take place on Mill St.  

from 6:00 pm to 9:00 pm and will have music. 

 

4th of July-parade line-up, Wednesday – open line-up at 11:00 am step off at 11:30.  

4th of July ice cream social, following parade, Wednesday – Laura Graham & 

Cindie Green co-chairs.  Ms. Graham stated she would like to eliminate handing out 

the water this year and just go for the ice cream and cookies.  The board agreed.   Ms. 

Graham stated we should cut back on the ice cream and only get the chocolate chip 

and peanut butter cookies.   Ms. Jansen stated that she will reach out to the IA for 

marching in the parade.   

 

FYI – Heritage Days, August 2nd-5th 

Falls Day, Sunday October 7th- open, 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm and Citizen of the Year 

– open.  Ms. Graham reminded everyone this is an all hands on deck event.  Discussion 

ensued regarding Citizen of the Year and putting the application out to as many outlets 

as we can early so everyone is aware of this event.   

 

A discussion ensued regarding publicizing the events.  Ms. Lukes stated she was 

looking at the Citizen of the Year form and it could use some sprucing up.  She would 

like to do that and get it out to all of the available outlets for publicizing.    Ms. Duncan 

stated that at one time there was a list of non-profits for the City of Olmsted Falls and 



she feels these groups would be a great group to send the Citizen of the Year from to. 

Ms. Lukes stated the list of non-profits for Olmsted Falls can be found at Guidestar.  

The board also discussed creating a new postcard or flyer.   It was decided that the 

postcards as they are, are timeless with no dates so they can be used from year to year.  

Ms. Lukes stated that she will put something together with the dates that can be left at 

various locations throughout the city.  She will also do a form for Citizen of the Year.   

 

Ms. Accordino stated the City met today with a representative from The Main Street 

Program. We have been an affiliate member for two years and now want to progress 

and become an actual revitalize downtown Main Street organization.   

 

Ms. Jansen asked if the board was going to do a Halloween event.  Ms. Jansen would 

like to coordinate with the GPJ.   There was discussion regarding doing a trail down 

by Fortier Park with some inflatables.  For instance, enter by the Community Church 

and have lighted inflatables along the path down to the park. Ms. Graham stated she 

would like to see a point A to point B for next month on any plans for Halloween. 

Discussion ensued regarding getting power to the inflatables.   

 

Christmas Tree Lighting, Sunday December 2nd, 5:00 pm – Linda Hummel 

Ms. Graham asked if we will be doing the same thing as this past year with the 

luminaries. Everyone agreed but with different bags.  Ms. Lukes stated we talked about 

doing a fictitious flipping of the switch over where Santa will be sitting instead of 

walking over to the gazebo.  Ms. Graham stated the decorations are still all good to go.  

We may have to replace some of the bows but those are inexpensive.  Discussion 

ensued regarding having a Tree of Remembrance. Ms. Duncan stated years ago the 

tree was decorated by the scouts and decorated on the night of the tree lighting.  When 

the pavilion was built that is where all the activity was held, away from the gazebo. So 

that is when the tradition of decorating the tree that evening went away because it was 

too far for the kids to walk.  Ms. Jansen stated in Medina, they have the Tree of 

Remembrance and people can go and put a ribbon on the tree to remember a loved one, 

as simple as that.  Ms. Duncan stated this Tree of Remembrance could be put at City 

Hall or a number of places around town, it does not have to be at the VG.   Various 

locations were suggested and can be discussed at a later date.  

 

Council Liaison Report 

Ms. Duncan stated the Flags of Honor will not be held at City Hall this year, it will be 

held next year.  The budget has not yet been approved but will be done by the end of 

March.  

 



Ms. Lukes asked Ms. Accordino how much the Main Street program will affect the 

City.  Ms. Accordino stated she feels it will dramatically improve communication and 

cross promotional opportunities.  There will be a community wide meeting at the end 

of April.   Ms. Hummel asked about the charter changes.  Ms.  Duncan stated the next 

meeting is March 28th.  She stated the charter commission would like you to please 

take a look at the charter information, compare to other cities and submit any 

recommendations to the Charter Review Commission.  It can be done through either 

Ms. Duncan or Ms. Graham since they are both on the commission. Ms. Hummel stated 

that everyone could look at the Master Plan which everyone has received and is also 

on the City web page.  Ms. Duncan stated when the info is given to the commission, 

anything that is accepted is putt before council and when approved, placed on the 

ballot. Ms. Lukes stated residents and the baseball commission have expressed a need 

for baseball fields and greater recreation.  She went on to say that because of the 

construction at the high school, the baseball commission is feeling the constraints and 

have even had to outsource their field utilization outside Olmsted Falls/Township 

which drives the costs up. She stated that she has reached out to the Mayor’s office to 

let him know about the demand for the fields. Ms. Lukes asked if this is the time to 

draw attention to this, what the right method of doing this is.  Ms. Duncan stated this 

is complicated and part of the problem is that there are two entities, Falls and 

Township.  Then add the schools.   The City has primarily done the fields for both the 

Township and Mills Field. There is property behind the fire station that was purchased 

with park money.  If there is interest in City for a tax on the ballot, it would have to be 

a citizen driven effort to have this on the ballot.  The City does not currently have a 

recreation tax and no programming budget.  Ms. Duncan stated is really where it needs 

to start, citizens would have to get together and say we are willing to tax ourselves for 

this and sell it to their council rep. Ms. Lukes asked if this could be a joint effort 

between Falls and Township. Ms. Duncan said that in order for it to be a joint effort, 

there would have to be a joint tax to purchase land and also a joint tax to maintain it. 

This would have to be put on a ballot and voted on by the citizens of Olmsted Falls 

and Olmsted Township.  Discussion ensued regarding various locations of the baseball 

fields.  

 

Meeting Adjourned at 9:05 
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